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THE 218" GENERAL ASSEMBLY

From 1995 through 2000, | attended six Presbyterian Church (USA) General Assemblies as the Director of the Coalition for
Appalachian Ministry. For the most part, | stayed in the “Exhibits Hall along with representatives from dozens of other or-
ganizations related to the church, such as The Witherspoon Society, Presbyterians for Renewal, Living Waters for the World,
and so forth. Then, one of my tasks was to monitor those items of GA business that might have an effect on smaller mem-
bership and rural congregations, and to lobby (decently and in order, of course) for those items that | felt would benefit con-
gregations in Appalachia. However, | have never been to a General Assembly as a voting commissioner . Until now.

On June 20" | am flying to San Jose, California as a commissioner from the Presbytery of East Tennessee to take part in the
218™ General Assembly. Others from our Presbytery include; Gary Aven, pastor of Farner Presbyterian Church; Michael
Gant, a member of Lake Hills Presbyterian Church; and Charles Snodgrass, a member of Erin Presbyterian Church. Our
Youth Advisory Delegate is Jonathan Wiesehuegel, from Westminster Presbyterian Church.

One of the things that happens to commissioners is that they are assigned to serve on one or more General Assembly com-
mittees. Well, | ve been placed on the dreaded General Assembly Procedures  committee. This means | will be involved
in everything related to:

...meetings of the General Assembly, per capita budget, standing rule amend-
ments, operation of the Office of the General Assembly, statistics, publishing
of reports, General Assembly Nominating Committee process, special com-
mittees, commissioners and advisory delegate’s credentials/leaves of
absence.

I wonder what | Il do in my free time?

The General Assembly itself begins Saturday morning, the 21, and continues
until the following Saturday morning. Business to be attended to that week
includes: the election of a new moderator, the election of a new Stated Clerk,
a possible revision of our Form of Government, whether or not to adopt an
additional confession of faith (The Belhar Confession from South Africa), and
what to do with our denomination s covenant agreements with the Korean
Presbyterian Church in America, the Episcopal Church, the Catholic Church,
and the Moravian Church. We will also deal with issues pertaining to the Mid-
dle East, various mission partnerships around the world, domestic social con-
cerns, global warming, and so on: more than 500 individual votes are ex-
pected to be taken!

Rev. Paul Rader
Associate Pastor

One of the innovations of this years GA is that it is paperless”. Every
commissioner must come with a laptop computer. Even GAs need to be good
stewards. It must be working: so far, the notebook | have with documents pertaining to this year s GA is only 3/4" thick.

| promise | will report in full when | return from California! Please keep your commissioners, and all other commissioners,
in your prayers.



INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
A Program of Family Promise

The Interfaith Hospitality Network is a network of congregations and volunteers providing shelter, meals, and sup-
port services to homeless families. First Presbyterian Church is in this network. Four times a year our church
hosts IHN families with the help of support churches—St. John’s Lutheran and New Hope Presbyterian. There
are many different opportunities to participate in this very special local mission.

Setup: Help unload beds and set up guest/host rooms following the 11:00 service on the Sunday the families ar-
rive. Each family and evening host has individual rooms (30 to 40 minutes).

Overnight hosts: Arrive between 5:00 and 8:00 p.m. (Hosts usually come in time to have dinner with the families.)
Spend the night. Guests leave at 7:00 a.m. and hosts may leave as soon as everyone is gone. Families are re-
sponsible for fixing their own breakfast and lunches for the day.

Prepare an evening meal: Number of guests and volunteers may vary from 15 to 18 people. Help serve the meal
and assist families with clean up. Groups or individuals can prepare meals. FPC currently provides evening
meals four nights during the week.

Grocery shop: Take a prepared list and shop the Friday or Saturday before the families arrive on Sunday. The
groceries are paid for by the IHN budget.

Transportation: IHN provides transportation in their van to and from the church and the day center. It may be
necessary for the host congregation to provide transportation to and from work for those without a car.

Take down: Arrive at 7:00 a.m. to load the beds, clean the rooms, and put the Sunday School area back in order
(45 minutes).

Laundry: Launder sheets and towels and return them to the church.

As you can see, it takes many people to provide shelter and meals for our guests. We are so blessed to have a
group of dedicated volunteers but additional help is always needed. Our next hosting week starts Sunday, July
27", Summer is a great time for young families to bring their children and spent the night as hosts. The young
children in the program are always happy to have playmates! . If you would like to participate in IHN, please con-
tact Sue Wrisberg at 608-8177 or by email at sue.wrisberg@gmail.com. There is a place for you!
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Annual Report
Local Missions Committee for 2007-2008
By Joan Regester, Chairperson

The Local Missions Committee is responsible for overseeing FPC'’s involve-
ment in local ministries in our community. Joan Regester is the Chairperson,
Paul Rader serves as Staff liaison and other members are Hopie Carlson, Ely
Driver, Sarah Dugger, Susan Hoff, Ed Peterson, and Craig Wrisberg.

This report will give a brief summary of FPC'’s participation in the following min-
istries during the past year.

Boy Scouts of America Troop #5 . FPC and St. John's Episcopal Church co-sponsor this troop of primarily underprivi-
leged boys. With the demolition of several government housing projects, and the relocation of families throughout the
city, the logistics of working with this troop have become increasingly complex. The troop is currently seeking volun-
teers to assist with transportation. A new scoutmaster and assistant scoutmaster will begin working with the troop this
spring. Both Ed Peterson and Ben Garlington continue to provide service to this important inner-city ministry but en-
courage others in the congregation interested in the work of the Boy Scouts to volunteer.

Community School of the Arts (CSA ). During the past year, this 15-year-old school had 178 students, 97% of whom
attend on full scholarship based solely on financial need or at-risk assessment. The average length of stay is now 6
years. This spring, students from the CSA Modern Dance program will perform in their first professional production at
the Bijou Theater and students in the Visual Arts Master Class will design and create the costumes and props. The 13"
annual Side-By-Side art exhibit will feature the work of 24 students who have apprenticed with local professional artists.
Recitals, as well as a spring performance series for senior citizens in Powell, are scheduled throughout April and May.
Our church members assist with the CSA year-end Banquet in May.

Dogwood Elementary School . Fifteen members of FPC are currently serving as tutors/mentors for students, working
on a weekly basis for 30-60 minutes at a time. Some also have lunch with the child at school or attend programs in
which the child is involved. Once again, members of the congregation donated school supplies and, in addition, gave
$800 for Safety Patrol scholarships for those children who could not afford the end of year trip to Washington, D.C.
Members of FPC purchased Christmas gifts for two needy families. Anne and Jim Dally purchased a box of children’s
books at the Friends of the Library sale and donated them to the Dogwood library. Florence Fowler trained new tutors
and, along with Gary and Paulette Anderson, worked with the school faculty and staff to maintain a warm, open relation-
ship.

FISH. The FISH pantry was open the first Tuesday of every month this past year, receiving 955 calls and serving a total
of 2,108 people. Recipients included about six senior citizens a month along with many families. 513 families picked up
their food and 242 families had it delivered. Pam and Dale Teague supervised the activities of the FISH pantry and
were assisted by 17 volunteers from the congregation. Ongoing needs are more volunteers, paper grocery bags, and
Fish food items of the month.

Habitat for Humanity.  FPC plans to build its eleventh house in the spring of 2009. Since the price has increased to
$30,000, we are exploring the possibility of collaborating with another church. Rachel Trentham has agreed to be volun-
teer coordinator.

Interfaith Hospitality Network (Family Promise). This past year FPC served as host church on four occasions. We
had approximately 45 individuals working on set up/takedown teams, providing meals, staying overnight as hosts, shop-
ping for groceries, and working as transition hosts and day hosts. Many church members also volunteered to transport
family members to and from work. Along with our support churches, St. John's Lutheran and New Hope Presbyterian,
we provided food and housing for 13 families. Many of those families are now living independently. Families still in-
volved with IHN seem to appreciate the help they have received and several assist new families in becoming acclimated
to the program. Sue Wrisberg served as volunteer coordinator and has agreed to do so again in the coming year. Sue
will continue to recruit members of the congregation to assist in this important ministry.

Knoxville Inner City Churches United for People (KI — CCUP). FPC continued its involvement with the twelve other
downtown churches that serve the city. This group presents worship services on Good Friday, Easter (a wonderful
Easter Sunrise service was held this year in the FPC cemetery with over 120 attending), and Thanksgiving (organized
and given by the youth of the churches.). A Christmas day dinner was served for 215 elderly apartment people, a lunch-
eon for clergy was held, and the Hunger Hike was conducted. Seminars addressed topics dealing with the needs of the
(Continued on page 4)




(Continued from page 3)

city (e.g., a 10 year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness; Ethics in Tennessee Government; and a Clergy Seminar on
Domestic Violence) and speakers at the monthly meetings addressed issues concerning congregational care. Jane
Lester, Joan Regester and Mary Wilson served as FPC's representatives to KICCUP.

Montgomery Village Child Development Center . Under Connie Steele’s able leadership, My Village Child Develop-
ment Center has maintained (for 5 years) the highest rating by the Tennessee Department of Human Services and this
past year continued to provide quality care 12 hours a day, 52 weeks of the year. A number of church members visited
My Village on a regular basis to read and play with the children. A new bus was purchased to transport children to and
from Montgomery Village and to four elementary schools for after school programs. The school has two pre-
kindergarten classrooms for three- and four-year-olds that include computers designed to help teach them the recogni-
tion of letters and numbers as well as problem solving skills. At the annual Christmas Giving Party, members of FPC
provided a cap and mittens plus other gifts for the children. Patrice and J.D. Lee also donated a new pair of shoes for
each child enrolled at My Village.

University of Tennessee Presbyterian Student Center . This past year we explored ways of rekindling our associa-
tion with the UTPSC. Members of several Church Circles and the Discipleship Sunday School class provided occa-
sional Sunday evening meals and baked goods for the students. The students provide a report on their mission trip to
Guatemala and their band entertained us during a congregational meal and Wednesday evening program. This March,
the students conducted a Chili Cook-off in our Fellowship Halls and were the recipients of a 5" Sunday offering to sup-
port their upcoming mission trip to Chicago. Some of the students have begun volunteering in our Fish Pantry. Since
Presbytery decreased funding for the Center this year, the Local Missions Committee donated $5,000 of our share of
the remaining Trinity Campaign funds to provide some temporary assistance.

Volunteer Ministry Center . This past year FPC had six Good Humor teams (48 church members plus the Presbyterian
Youth) provide 28 meals. Approximately 140 to 160 people were fed at each meal. Currently there is a need for an-
other team to do a weeknight meal. One person has agreed to be the captain but volunteers are needed to round out
the team. FPC also continued to support the Refuge financially and with volunteer counselors. Currently, VMC is in-
volved in a citywide capital campaign for their new building. Consistent with their goal of providing more “housing” for
homeless persons, VMC placed 77 into apartments this year. To support their efforts the Local Missions Committee
pledged $15,000 to the VMD building campaign over a 5-year period. At the present time, we have donated $9,314.00
from individuals and 5" Sunday offerings.

This year presented a number of new opportunities for local ministry that our church responded to in various ways.

1. FPC sponsored four Salvation Army kettles in Market Square Mall in December. Thirty-nine bell ringers demon-
strated First Church’'s commitment to downtown Knoxville and the Salvation Army ministry. We plan to ring the bells
again in 2008.

2. On Fridays, we opened our building to the Department of Children’s Services for a supervised visitation program with
foster children, their parents, and a case manager.

3. We forwarded $1,500 from the Trinity Campaign Fund to Presbytery Disaster Relief for Tennessee tornado victims.

4. In collaboration with the Christian Education Committee and the Global Missions Committee, we created a Christmas
Giving brochure in designating gifts requested by a number of our missions. These included Heifer International, Olive
Trees, VMC Holiday Store items, the Angel Trees, and presents for the KICCUP Christmas Dinner.

5. Several members of the Local Missions committee have volunteered to participate in the Presbytery’s Volunteer Dis-
aster Relief Program in cooperation with the Red Cross. They attended workshops to learn how Knoxville churches can
provide assistance in preparing for disasters (e.g., bird flu epidemic).

6. Since Presbytery also decreased its funding for the Morgan Scott Project, we have begun exploring ways of assisting
in the project. Director Ella Smith spoke to the congregation at a Wednesday evening program in April and David Ran-
kin planned a May work trip to assist in house repairs. We hope to have an annual clothing/furniture collection to donate
items for their thrift shop. Money raised at the shop would be used to finance scholarships for deserving individuals to
attend technical schools and to pay for their gas.

7. In May, FPC participated in Operation In As Much for the first time. In partnership with six other KICCUP churches,

citywide volunteer opportunities were planned. Mary Wilson helped children and their families make cookies and book-
marks in our Family Life Center to be taken to fire stations or shut-ins.
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St. Peters Choristers Come to First Presbyterian
. T
s Il ECId l ‘k"’i On Monday, June 16 at 7:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary, our church will host a
concert given by the choristers at St. Peter’'s (Charlotte, NC). The Choir
School at St. Peter's consists of auditioned, community choirs of children or
teens from throughout the Charlotte area and from many denominations.
The touring choirs include a boys’ choir, a girls’ choir, and a mixed voice
teen choir. Under the vision and leadership of director, Ben Outen, the Boys Choir began in 1993, the Girls Choir
in 1998, and the MasterSingers (teens) in 2003. The choirs have toured the east coast from Florida to Quebec

and west to St. Louis. Each choir has separately toured England, as well. We will have the opportunity to hear all
three choirs, which consist of approximately fifty-five voices.

Our responsibility is to provide lodging for these young choristers on Monday night, serve breakfast the next morn-
ing, and have them back to the church Tuesday morning to leave on the bus for their next destination. Please
contact Ashley Burell at ashley@fpcknox.org or 546-2531, if you would be willing to serve in this way. If you
would like to learn more about the chorister program at St. Peter’s, you may visit their website at

www.stpeters choirs.org.

WE’'RE BRINGING IN THE SHEETS—
and, we need your help!

Presbyterian Women at First Presbyterian have embarked on a special project. We are collecting and sending
bed sheets — new or lightly used ones — to Presbyterian hospitals in MALAWI AND THE DEMOCRATIC REPUB-
LIC OF THE CONGO. Sheets of good quality are needed very badly and are not available for purchase in those
countries. Our partners at mission hospitals have told us that sheets are the most useful items we could send.

They will be used to cover lumpy, worn mattresses and may even be

placed outdoors on the ground if beds are not available for mothers

who have come to deliver their babies at a hospital.

Sheets of any color or pattern, fitted or flat, new or used (but not too

worn), in sizes from twin to king are acceptable. Pillowcases are NOT

needed and will not be sent.

Please check your supply at home. Is there a sheet in your linen

closet you could spare? Is a friend moving to a retirement community

where linens are furnished? If so, perhaps some sheets can be do-
nated. Salvation Army and Goodwill Stores are often excellent
sources of good, used bedding at very modest prices.

This project is ongoing and will continue indefinitely—as long as the

need for sheets is acute and we are able to provide them. As needed,

a volunteer will deliver a carload of sheets to a collection point in New

Windsor, Maryland where our sheets will be shrink-wrapped, boxed

with others, and sent to Africa at no cost to us (thanks to interest from

a PW Birthday Offering Endowment Fund established many years ago

for this purpose). The first shipment will be taken to Maryland in mid-

July.

Please leave your sheets in the container provided in the large closet
in the second floor Ladies’ Room, near the James Park Classroom. As this issue of THE CHURCH CORNER
goes to press, we have 86 sheets packed and ready to send, and another 8-10 waiting to be packed. Since this
project was begun just a few weeks ago, we are off to a great start. Help us and please keep “bringing in the
sheets”!



HIKE TO WHITE OAK SINKS
By Becky Orange Dwarshuis, Fellowship Committee Chair

Since | hike a considerable amount, | am often inundated with specific questions about my hiking trips. Some of
the questions include; “What is the longest hike you have ever done?
What is your favorite hike?” From now on, | am able to answer the
latter question with “Sunday House Gap Trail to White Oak Sinks on
Saturday April 26, 2008.” Why is this hike my favorite? It is because
of all the wonderful people who went and all of the beautiful wild
flowers.

Earl and Peggy Hagler reserved a table in Cade’s Cove Picnic
Grounds while the hikers readied themselves for a wonderful day of
hiking. The hikers included; Monte and Zoe Evans; Pat and Gary
Chambers; Florence and Lewis Fowler; Robert Sanders; Jim Lester;
Hilda Lipe and son, Daniel; Lars

and Ailsa Schuller; Gary Ander-

son; Bryce, Spencer and Rylan

Elliott; Liz, Greg, Taylor and Zach-

ary Peterson; and Darwin and Max

Nunn.

Fortunately, the rain subsided as

we reached the trailhead and we

had a beautiful, sunny day for hik-

ing. The wild flowers were in full

bloom, and we were able to identify several different varieties. The
group spotted little brown jugs, pink and yellow lady slippers, trilli-
ums, wild ginger, Bishop’s caps, and rue anemone. There were also
yellow, white, and purple violets. When we arrived at the Sinks, we
stood in a field of wild flocks and geraniums. Shooting stars, a beau-
tiful and rare wild flower, were also mixed in. When the temperature
started to rise, we walked over to the natural air conditioner—the
“Bat Cave.” The red

columbine were bloom-

ing just above the

mouth of the cave. Our

hike back to the trail-

head was just as spec-

tacular.

At the picnic grounds,
we enjoyed a wonderful
lunch and good fellow-
ship. It was truly my
favorite hiking experi-
ence. My prayer of
thanksgiving for the trip
goes like this: Thank
you Lord for this won-
derful hike. The weather
was perfect, the people
were terrific and the wild
flowers were indescrib-
able. Amen.



Nicholas Michael Riordan, held by Rev. Paul Rader,
was baptized Sunday, April 27, 2008. Nicholas ist he
son of Mike and Colleen Riordan. Also pictured are
Jack (Nicholas’ brother) and Sarah Cassellwhop re-
sented the traditional gift of a New Testament to
Nicholas from the Presbyterian Women's organization.
Linda Smith (not pictured) represented the Officers of
the Church during Nicholas’ baptism.



BOY SCOUT TROOP 5

First Presbyterian and St. Johns jointly support Boy Scout Troop 5 with a stated mission to work with underprivi-
leged boys. Historically, these boys have resided in one of Knoxville’s government housing projects. The demoli-
tion of Mechanicsville, and a significant portion of Austin Homes, several years ago resulted in the relocation of
many Boy Scout families and prospective Boy Scouts to subsidized housing units throughout the city. While one
must hope that these changes will prove to be a positive step in breaking the cycle of poverty, the logistics of
reaching and working with the target group are increasingly complex.

All of the Boy Scouts have relied on volunteers to provide transportation to and from all scouting mee t-
ings and events. The troop is seeking volunteers w  ho will cheerfully assist with transportation

The troop is currently experiencing a change in leadership. After twenty years of faithful service as scoutmaster
and troop committee chairman, Larry Russell will be unable to continue volunteering with the troop due to his pro-
fessional success, which resulted in attracting many out of town contracts requiring extended travel. David John-
son, a retired Army Colonel who attends St. John’s Cathedral and lives in Oak Ridge, has accepted positions as
scoutmaster. In addition, his son has agreed to serve as assistant scoutmaster. This is their first opportunity to
work with “inner-city” youth in this capacity. Both should be encouraged to seek the advice and counsel of First
Presbyterian Church and St. John’s in partnering with the churches’ goal of reaching out to the underprivileged.

Boy Scout Troop 5 is very thankful for the support that First Presbyterian Church has provided both in time and
talent and hopes that even more church members interested in Boy Scouts and serving the underprivileged will
volunteer.

A special note of thanks is due for the many years of service that Ben Garlington and Ed Peterson have given to
the troop.

RE-SCHEDULED!!

The Presbyterian Women's Lecture Series has been rescheduled—so
save the dates— September 7-8. Surely, no snow will fall on that date!

Amy Plantinga Pauw, Henry P. Mobley Professor of Doctrinal Theology
at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, will be our speaker. She is in great
demand, so mark your calendar now and save the dates to hear a
dynamic speaker.

More details will be forthcoming as plans are finalized.
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Stacy Cagle Davis trans-
ferred from Trinity United
Methodist Church in Lenoir
City to First Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, April
20, 2008. She has one
son, Robbie Davis. Stacy
is employed at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory.

NEW MEMBERS

Amy Yancey joined First
Presbyterian Church April
20, 2008. She has one
daughter, Wren. Amy is
employed at the University
of Tennessee Libraries
and is a member of the
Council for the Advance-
ment & Support of Educa-
tion. Community interests
include the Junior League
of Knoxville, Friends of the
UT Gardens, Friends of
the Smokies, and WUOT
radio station.  Traveling
and horseback riding are
two of her hobbies.

On Sunday, April 20, Matthew and
Jennifer Manrod joined First Presby-
terian Church by Letter of Transfer.
Matthew came from Second Presbyte-
rian Church and Jennifer is from West-
minster Presbyterian Church, both in
Knoxville. The Manrods have two chil-
dren—Bobby and Frankie. Matthew is
employed by BWXT-Y12, enjoys golf,
and participates in the Project Manage-
ment Institute. Jennifer works at the
Knoxville Zoo and is a part-time em-
ployee of Pellissippi State University.
She’s a member of Association of
Zoos & Aquariums and has a special
interest in conservation and animal
welfare.

Gary Lee Denney became a member of First Presbyterian
Church on April 20, 2008. Gary enjoys reading and cooking.
In his spare time, he wants to participate in activities that are
helpful to others.

Wilbur and Virginia Conley became members of First Pres-
byterian Church on April 20, 2008. They moved their church
membership from Broadway Baptist Church of Southaven,
Mississippi and the First Presbyterian Church of Statesville,
North Carolina, respectively. Both are actively involved in the
AARP organization, traveling and walking. Virginia is active
in the Knoxville Writers’ Group and the O’Connor Center.
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Global
Mis-
sions

Annual

Report

2007-
2008

The challenge of spreading the gospel throughout the world has been brought into sharp focus this year. A worsening
global economy, civil unrest, natural and human-caused disasters, and the unrelenting assault of AIDS and malaria,
have exacerbated the suffering of millions in Africa, Latin America and Asia. Peace in the Middle East has continued to
elude its people and frustrate the world community. At a time of such great need, the Presbyterian Church (USA) has
seen a dramatic decline in its capacity to respond. The denomination’s ability to provide financial support for mission co
-workers has decreased to the point that many positions, requested by our overseas partner churches, go unfilled and
retiring servants are not replaced.

To respond to this critical need, the PC (USA) General Assembly Council issued Mission Challenge '07 in the fall, send-
ing mission co-workers throughout the denomination, including the Presbytery of East Tennessee, to describe the unmet
needs in the mission field and encourage increased giving by Presbyterians. Although our session felt it unwise to par-
ticipate in this appeal because it occurred during stewardship season, the Global Mission Committee responded to the
Challenge by increasing its budgeted support for mission co-workers. In addition to on-going support for mission co-
workers in six countries, the committee began support for Carlton “Cobbie” Palm (Wayne Kramer’s cousin) in the Philip-
pines and provided an additional $1,000 for Frank Dimmock’s health ministries in southern Africa.

Several changes have occurred this year among the mission co-workers we support. Most notable has been the move
of Hunter and Ruth Farrell from Peru to Louisville, when Hunter became the new Director of World Missions. Hunter
and Ruth keynoted our Mission Festival in April, telling of the positive impact of the church’s withess on a US company
that is polluting the town of La Oroya, Peru, and describing the success of fair trade efforts through Partners for Just
Trade in lifting over 230 artisans out of poverty. Other changes among our mission co-workers include the following:

After serving many years among the Roma people in Hungary through a joint appointment by the PC (USA) and the
Presbyterian Church of Korea, Stephen Cho has retired and Ruth Kaeja Cho is awaiting reassignment (possibly to the
Philippines). Ruth shared the moving story of her life and work with us in a visit in February '08.

Frank and Nancy Dimmock have moved from Malawi to Lesotho. Frank coordinates public health ministries throughout
southern Africa and Nancy works with vulnerable children. Drawing from his experiences across sub-Saharan Africa,
Frank has just edited a significant new study resource entitled “Africa’s Children” describing models of community care
for children suffering from the impact of the HIV/AIDS scourge.

Tom and Judy Harvey are in the midst of a move from Singapore to England where Tom will be Associate Academic
Dean of the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies.

During his May '08 visit to FPC, Farris Goodrum, now on home assignment with his wife Thelma, explained how a pro-
posed consolidation of the seminary at Londrina, Brazil with two others, might impact his ministry of teaching and
Thelma’s work with “at risk” children .

Douglas Dicks continues working for peace and reconciliation in the Middle East from his home in Amman, Jordan.
Doug hosts visiting church groups from the US and works with church and government officials in Jordanian, Palestinian
and Israeli societies.

Carlton “Cobbie” Palm is director of spiritual formation at the Divinity School at Silliman University, founded in the Philip-
pines by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 1901. With his wife Dessa, he is active with a local organization known as
Gender Watch Against Violence and Exploitation (GWAVE), whose efforts have sought to end exploitation suffered by
young Filipina women and children.

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Witness in the Middle East: Taking part in a denomination-wide program to focus attention on the history and plight of
Christians in eight areas of the Middle East, the Global Mission Committee presented a multimedia program in May ‘07
entitled “The Cradle of our Faith.” To help church members exercise practical support in addition to their prayers, the
Committee sold five cases of olive oil produced by Palestinian farmers and joined with the East Jerusalem YMCA in a
campaign to plant olive trees, providing $630 in members’ gifts from the Christmas Market for the effort.

Mexico Mission Trip: On Saturday, July 14, 2007, 19 eager volunteers began a 24-hour journey to Reynosa, Mexico,
just 9 miles south of McAllen, Texas, to fulfill a mission of hope: build a 12 ft x 24 ft concrete block home for a family in
one of the poorest colonies in Reynosa. This was the fifth home built by FPC youth and adult volunteers in what has
become an annual mission trip made possible through budgeted mission funds and the creative fundraising of partici-
pants. Guidance is provided by staff and volunteers of the Ministerio de Fe (Faith Ministry), a ministry founded in 1994
by Deantin Guerra, a Presbyterian (USA) elder from Brownsville, Texas. Enthusiastic volunteers have signed up for the
next trip on June 20-29, 2008.

Christian Medical Institute of the Kasai (IMCK): Over fifty years ago in the Congo, Dr. William Rule helped found the
IMCK Nursing School that today educates health professionals from throughout southern Africa. Following a presenta-
tion by Charlotte Rule White in November '07, and in honor of Effie Rule, members of the church and the Global Mission
Committee made the first contributions toward the building of the Founders Chapel in Tshikaji, near the city of Kananga,
where the Good Shepherd Hospital is located. The gift of $2939 from Endowment Fund interest, plus $3400 in mem-
bers’ gifts, enabled FPC, known as the mother church of the IMCK for its long-standing commitment, to provide the chal-
lenge gift in a campaign to raise over $80,000.

Fair Trade: FPC has a long history of participating in Fair Trade through the Christmas SERRYV sale organized by Anne
Hart-Murrian. In recent years, the Christmas Alternative Market has expanded to include Partners for Just Trade (Peru)
as well as Heifer International for “honorary” gifts of animals and the “Keep Hope Alive” olive tree campaign. In 2007,
Christmas sales included; SERRV - $3500, Partners for Just Trade (PJT) - $2370, Heifer - $1180, “Keep Hope Alive” -
$630, Olive Oil - $900. During the Mission Festival in April ‘08, products from the Presbyterian Coffee Project (Equal
Exchange) were added to the sale: SERRV - $740, PJT — $753, Equal Exchange - $774. During a third sale following
the Presbytery meeting in May, members purchased items totaling $1652.95 (SERRV), $517.60 (PJT) and $325 (EE).
To increase understanding of fair trade, FPC was one of three congregations in the PC(USA) taking part (during Lent) in
a pilot study of a soon-to-be-released Bible Study entitled “Fair Trade: Using Our Purchasing Power for Justice and
Hope.” Interest in fair trade and popularity of the coffee and chocolate products has resulted in a plan for regular bi-
weekly sales and discussion of broader use of fair trade products by the church.

Grace School: In February and March ‘08, Ron Mayer very ably coordinated a visit to the Knoxville area by Samuel and
Monica Wambugu, directors of Grace School, which First Presbyterian helped found a decade ago. The school edu-
cates children in grades one through eight, many of whom come from families decimated by HIV/AIDS. During this trip,
the number of churches and institutions supporting Grace School grew to about fifteen. $10,200 was raised to complete
windows, doors, and a roof on a dining-kitchen building of which $2400 was contributed by First Presbyterian members.
An additional $2600 in pledges was received. About fifty Grace School children were fully or partially “adopted” (eleven
by FPC members) at $600 each (for a total adoption) to help the operating budget. “Adopted” children have already
begun to respond with letters and pictures. Grace School receives $6000 in budgeted Global Mission funds each year
plus additional designated gifts.

Special Offerings: The Global Mission Committee has responsibility for promoting the denomination’s four Special Of-
ferings. Oldest of these is the One Great Hour of Sharing, received at Easter, that undergirds the Presbyterian re-
sponse to hunger, disasters, refugees and self-development. The offering in 2008 was down by about $2000 to
$4,702.51. Forty percent of the Pentecost Offering for youth and young adults is kept by the congregation and is being
used in 2008 for children in our community at risk for mental illness. Our congregation’s twenty-five percent of the 2007
Peacemaking Offering ($320) was sent to Malawi for the Crisis Nursery started by Nancy Dimmock for AIDS orphans.
The fourth Offering is taken at Christmas for racial-ethnic schools and special assistance for retired servants of the
church.

Special Recognition: The committee wishes to recognize and give thanks for three members who retired this year after
giving loving and dedicated service to global missions for many years: Laura Ford, Conway Garlington, and Elaine
Steele .

This report is presented on behalf of, and in great appreciation for, the members of the Global Missions Committee:
Sherri Allison, Carolyn Dougall, Jimmy Jones, Jane Lester, Hilda Lipe, Ron Mayer, Bill Myers, Anne Hart-Murrian, and
Gaines Pittenger. Peace, Shalom and Salaam.

Colleen Shannon, Chair
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David Dungan, leader of Adult
Vacation Bible School, provides the
following “overview” of the Series.

Remember the dates:
June 9—12
5:00—8:00 pm

Series Title: "Images of Jesus in America"

This series explores some of the noteworthy depictions of Jesus Christ in America's history. The purpose is not to
agree with or disagree with any of them, but to understand them more fully, for they shed an intriguing light on our
nation's inner character. Four evenings; PowerPoint presentations.

First Session: Images of Jesus from the first centu ry to the 21st. A brief overview of the whole history from
earliest times down to the present, following Albert Schweitzer's dictum: "Every epoch sees its own reflection in
Jesus. . ."There are only five basic epochal images of Jesus; we will see illustrations of each in this presentation.
We will also see how America became a nation during the third, or Modern Image of Jesus (the Enlightenment).

Second Session: Thomas Jefferson's Image of Jesus. At some point during his first term in office, President
Jefferson took a Bible, cut out what he considered the genuine teachings of Jesus, and pasted them into a scrap-
book. He entitled this production, "The Philosophy of Jesus Christ.” Why did Jefferson do such a strange thing
and what did he hope to accomplish by it?

Third Session: Joseph Smith and Mormonism's Underst anding of Jesus, his Father God and God's Wife.
This session will explore Joseph Smith's unique understanding of Jesus Christ, his miraculous translation of the
Book of Mormon, the rise of the Mormon idea of Heaven and the Afterlife, Mormon Temples and Mormon Ritual
(which are closely based on Masonic practices).

Fourth Session: The American Businessman's Image of Jesus. An introduction to Bruce Barton's best-seller,
The Man Nobody Knows (1924), the grandfather of the recent spate of self-help books for salesmen, such as Je-
sus CEO, God Wants You to Be Rich, and Never, Never Quit. Barton, one of the founders of the Madison Avenue
advertising giant Batton, Barton, Durstine and Osborne (Betty Crocker, General Motors, etc.), wanted to show how
Jesus took a lowly rag-tag group of men and turned them into the most successful advertising team the world has
ever seen. An ancestor of Barton's was Ben Franklin and his popular newspaper, Poor Richard's Almanac. Even
farther back was the revolutionary Protestant work ethic.

Telephone (865)546-2531 Deadline for the
620 State Street E-mail church@fpcknox.org July Issue is
Knoxville, TN 37902 Web Site www.fpcknox.org June 10"
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